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CAT National Race

Notefrom Angelo Gazzola, RE

The CAT National isMilwaukee Regions premier
road racing event. It issecond only to the JUNE
SPRINTSindriver interest. Inrecent yearswe have
had troublewith worker staffing for thisevent. This
yearsevent should provideanew level of worker
excitement with the addition of the Milwaukee Cup.
Theregion realy needsyour support to makethis
event asuccess. Weredlizethat it isgetting later inthe
racing season, and thereare many competing activities
that are making demandsof your time. In an attempt
to make the event more attractiveto our workers, we
aremaking anumber of improvementsto worker
thank—you gifts.

Theseimprovementswill include enhancementstothe
worker party door prizesand give-always, whichare
facilitated by the generosity of our driver/entrants
through their contributionsto the“Worker Apprecia
tion Fund.” The Saturday night dinner would be
difficult toimprove, asall of thefeedback | have
received hasbeen extremely positive, but wewill try.
Inadditionto the other improvements, Milwaukee
Regionwill continueto providefree Road America
camping for workersthat work both days

CONGRATULATIONSI!

Milwaukee Region Drivers
TakeHome6
First Place June Sprints® Trophies

Jamie Bach — FM
Partick Jeffords — SSB
Cliff Ebben —GT1
Daryl Wessel — GT4
Jm Dentici — GT5
Steve Jagemann — FA

Additional Sprintsresultsinside

IN THISISSUE:

Road Racing and Solo Schedules
Thanks to Big Bear
Election Procedure Information
Milwaukee Region Drivers at the Sprints
Me, Motorcars and the People Who Drove
Them, Part 4
The Legend of the Cat




MILWAUKEE REGION CALENDAR

Jul 6 Competition Meeting Sep 6 Solo #7 . .
13 Board Meeting 7 Compeftition Meeting
16-18 BRIC at RA 14 Board Meeting
17 Solo Event #4 17-19  VSCDA at RA
18 Solo Event #5 28 Solo Meeting
24-25 Cartoon Cat National . o
27 Solo Meeting Oct 6 High Performance Car Clinic
10 Solo #8
i+ : 24 Fall Fest Rall
Aug 3 Competition Meeting ~ally
10 Board Meeting 26 Solo Meeting
29 Solo Event #6 .
31 Solo Meeting Nov 6 Annual Meeting

Mar 23 Editor's Birthday

Board Meetings - 6:30pm the 2nd Tuesday of the month at The Hilton
Milwaukee River, 4600 N. Port Washington Road.

Competition Meetings - 7:00pm, the first Tuesday of the month at the home of
Marc Knippel

Solo Meetings - 7:00pm, the last Tuesday of the month at the Italian Community
Center, 631 E. Chicago

BIG BEAR gyiad Have an idea for an

article
THANK YOU TO OUR 0N
SOLO |1 DRIVERSSCHOOL & EVENT #1 SPONSOR for the Dr"f_t
BIG BEAR TIRE Want to contribute
photographs?

For your tire, rim or alignment needsplease cdl

1-800-378-2327 or (262)-567—4449 .
fiereiAd Contact the Editor,

Chris Cwiklinski
414-449-3862
ccwikl@yahoo.com




R.E.View —Angelo Gazzola

The Bonneau Double Regiona was
held at Road Americaon June 26"
and 27". The event was not very
well attended by workersand
participantsalike. We only had
about 100 entriesfor both days,
and F& C was staffed at minimums.
Theregionisinthefina planning
stagesfor the CAT National, which
will includethe Milwaukee Cup for
thefirst timethisseason. The
Milwaukee Cup hasin excess of
50 entries, soit should beasuc-
cessright out of thebox. All of the
thanksfor the planning and imple-
mentation of theevent needto go
to Mike Engelke, George Kofman,
and Marc Knippel.

The Road Racing Program has
only three eventsleft to theend of
the 2004 racing season. The CAT
National will bethelast SCCA
race, and will be held on July 24™
and 25" at Road America. The
remaining two raceswill bethetwo
vintageraces, whichweprovide
race administration servicesfor.
Thetwo raceeventsarethe BRIC,
andtheVSCDA Fall Fegtival. The
BRIC will beheld on July 15—
18", at Road America. The
VSCDA Fal Festiva will beheld
on September 1719

We need workersto staff al three
of thoseevents. Thecritica staffing
problem areaisFagging and
Communications (F& C.) Wehave
had anumber of potentia new
membersapproach theregionfor
information. Pleasehel ptheregion
to makethese potentia members
fedl comfortablewith becoming

activeintheregions activities. \We
have also had some current mem-
bers, who have not been activein
recent years, expressaninterestin
becoming moreinvolved. We need
to gotheextramileto welcome
thesenew or returning members.

Our participating drivershave
continued to bevery generousin
making contributionsto there-
gions Worker Appreciation Fund.
Thaose contributionshave been
used to providefreeworker
camping for the2004 racing
season, aswell asother purposes.
| will shareareport tothedrivers
on how those contributions con-
tinueto beusedinafutureR.E.
View column.

Onthedectionfront, the candidate
datewith the Election Committee
nominations, havebeen mailedto
al members. TheElection Commit-
teewill becompleting theballots
for the€eection, assoon asall of
thebiographica information has
been received from al the candi-
datesdigiblefor thebalot.

2004
Solo Schedule

Jul 17" Solo Event #4
Jul 18 Solo Event #5
Aug 29" Solo Event #6
Sep6"  Solo Event #7
Oct 10"  Solo Event #8

All Solo Eventsareat Miller Park

Regitration: 7:15—8:30am
Coursewaking 7:45—-9:15am
Techingpection: 7:30—8:45am
Driversmesting: 9:30am

First car off at 10:00 am

$20 for pre—registered members
$30for pre—registered non—-mem-
bers

$25for member onsiteregistration
$35 for non—-member onsite

Therewill beahard cut off at
registraton at 8:30am. Please be
prompt! Showing up after that won't
allow youtimetowalk the course.
Driversnot familiar withthe course
dow theevent downwhichisn'tfair
to others.

Check out the Milwaukee Region
Web Site

Road Racing Results
Region Information
Links to Other Motorsports Pages
http://www.scca-milwaukee.org

Solo IT Results




Election Time isFast Approaching

At the November Board Meeting/Retreat the Board revised the € ection proceduresingtituting 3 year termswith a
limit of 2 consecutivetermsand electing 4 membersper year. Previoudy, 6 Board membershad been electedto 2
yearstermswithout any term limits. When thetransition iscomplete, onethird of the Board will beup for re-election
each year rather than half the Board. Thetransition will take several yearswith candidates being el ected to terms of
varying length for thenext 2 dections. Thefollowingisthetransition procedure:

Milwaukee Region SCCA Inc. Transitional Board of Director sElection Procedure

In 2004, four candidates shall be elected to three—year terms, and two candidates shall be el ected to two—year
terms.

In 2005, four candidates shall be el ected to three—year terms, and two candidates shall be elected to one-year
terms.

In 2006 and later, four candidates shall be €l ected to three—year terms.
The candidates el ected to thetransitional two—year termsin 2004, and to the one-year termsin 2005, shall remain
eligiblefor election to two three—year termsfollowing that service. Inthe 2004 and 2005 el ections, the candidates

receiving thefour highest vote counts, will be e ected to thethree—year terms.

Thestarting point for thespecia trangtiona yearswill beasfollows:

Upfor Re—Electionin 2004 Upfor Re—electionin 2005 Up for Re—Election in 2006
MikeAlexander Cheryl Barnes the 1% two—year from 2004
ChrisCwiklinski Jeff Cashmore the 2" two—year from 2004
JmRoemer Jm Dentici the 1% one-year from 2005
JulieKomp Angelo Gazzola the 2 one-year from 2005
Tony Machi Mike Piotrowski

Bart Wolf Roy Rogers

Don’t For get these upcoming events:

July 24-25 Cartoon Cat National and Milwaukee Cup for Spec Miata at Road America

September 17-19 The VSCDA Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival[] at Road America Thisis
our final event of theyear. The event isamuch smaller vintage event than the BRIC, whichis
held in July. Itistraditionally a non—spectator event with fewer entries, but the racecars that
enter thisevent are just as spectacular in their own way.




Milwaukee Region Driversat the 2004 June Sprints®

Race 1 - CSR, DSR, S2000
CSR

2— Jeff Miller

3 - Mike Lord

5 - Andy Voruz

DSR
3 - Michael Reupert
6 - Dave Knaack

S2000
7 - Bart Wolf
9 - Skip Pfeffer

Race 2 - F500, FV
F500

5- William Cobb

10 - Darrel Greening
16 - Bob Giesen

FV
6 - Mike Beaumia

Race3-FM, FF
M

1 - Jamie Bach

6 - Dale Vanden Bush
8 - Denny Marklein
20 - John Dickmann

Race 4 - SRF

24 - Becky Bach
34 - Bill Douglas
45 - Bob Ablard
53 - Tom Doerr
71 - Ruben Garcia

Race5-T1, T2, SSB, SSC, AS
AS
5 - David Venhaus

SSB

1 - Patrick Jeffords
3 - Joe Ebben

4 - Harry Manning

SSC
7 - Tom Putz

Race6-GT1,GT2 GT3
GT1

1 - Cliff Ebben

2 - Peter Mohrhauser

5 - Randy Rosenmerkel

11 - Bill Paul

Race7-E-HP,GT4,GT5
EP

2 - Lawrence Loshak

4 - Michael Sturm

7 - Filippo M. Reina

11 - Ken Kannard

FP

4 - Mike Gnadt

5- Mike Froh

6 - Michael Moser
7 - Robert Bennett
GP

2 - Richard Luening
3 - Greg Gauper

5 - Bill Wessel

HP
2 - Richard Root

GT4
1 - Daryl Wessel

GT5
1 - Jim Dentici

Race8-FA, FC

FA

1 - Tom Jagemann

9 - Jim Gustafson

11 - Augie Pabst 111

12 - Justin Gaver

16 - Charles C. Duncan

FC

3 - Steve Forrer

6 - Michael Wettstein
9 - Mark Hutchison
11 - JR. Smart

13- Tony Smith

15 - John Norton



ME, MOTORCARS& THE PEOPLE WHO DROVE THEM

Part 4

By Bob Birmingham, 2003

Former Milwaukee Region member Bob Birmingham
has written an essay about his involvement with
racing. As the essay is quite long we will be printing
portions each month. This is the fourth installment.
While Bob is anxiously awaits his Pulitzer Prize for his
efforts, enjoy his reminiscences.

You Did What?

I’m not sure, but | think that thefollowing took placein
1962 or perhaps 1963. Augiewasoff competinginthe
fall proroad racing series, when he called mefrom
Cdlifornia, and asked, “Haveyou heard anything yet
aboutwhat | did?’ | guessmy first thought wasthat he
won big, set alap record or it was something to do with
racing. Boy wasl wrong. Whilerelaxing around the
pool of theMark ThomasHotel in Monterey, hetold
Hansgen, Penske, Heuer and others how he had floated
aVolkswagen in Oconomowoc Lake. Onethingledto
another and beforelong betswere madethat Augie
couldn’t float hisHertz Rent—A—Car. Well Gustook up
the challengeand promptly deposited hisFord Falcon
rental inthe hotel pool thereby winning afew hundred
dollarsand causing further expenseto Hansgen who
forgot that hiscameraequipment wasin thetrunk. 1 still
have aphotocopy of the car at the bottom of the pool
and remember that Hertz threatened to suefor damages.
A hasty reply from Augi€ sattorney stated that payment
would not beforthcoming becausethe car could have
been winched out, theinterior dried and oil changed if
the hotel manager had not sought to capitalizeonthe
publicity telling our funloving rasca toleavethecar
whereit wasfor afew days. During our phone conver-
sationit wasapparent that Augi€’ smain concernwashis
Grandmother, Omie, and how shewould takeit. What a
guy. | also seemtorecall that on morethan one occa-
sion, whilerunning late (which wasmost of thetime), he
left rental cars, with motorsrunning at airport check—in
dations.

GreenFlag

Whileenjoying the 1961 Pabst M otorsannual Christmas
Party at Augie shomein River Hills, Henry Kaedau, one
of our mechanicsapparently had enough to drink and got

tired of me constantly talking about becoming asports
car racer. Hechallenged meand said, “you get acar
andI’ll buildayouashitbox ,” and that’show it al
started. Henry had previously worked for Baungartner
Motorswhere hetook care of Bob Wilke's Porsche
RSK that wasraced by 1959 and 1960 Indy 500
Champ Roger Wardin USAC'shortived entry into pro
gportscar racing. Drunk or not, to have someonelike
Henry volunteer to build acar for mewastoo muchto
letdide.

In February | found just theright car to beginwith.
SCCA published its General Competition Rulesfor 1962
andinit, dropped the here-to—fore unraced Fiat 1200
Spyder from G to H Production. That meant that the
1200cc engine would be matched with 948cc Sprites
and 750cc Fiat Abarths. Inaddition, the Fiat had large
aluminumfinned brakesfor superior braking and bigger
whee sthat would allow it to wind higher onlonger
tracks, having the same effect asif it were equipped with
taller gears. | found agray 1962 Fiat 1200 Spyder with
aremovable hardtop and ablown engine. Thehardtop
was quickly sold for one hundred and seventy—five
dollarsand with themoney, Henry started building my
shitbox. What aguy.

Night after night Henry stayed to supervise Dick
Eisenmann and mewith tearing down theengine and then
built anew one. Onweekends hewould send mehome
with piston rods, the crankshaft and other partstofile
and grind therough edgesprior to sendingthemto
Schleiper’s Speed Shopin Brookfield for balancing and
fina polishing. I’d comeback Monday mornings, proud
of my effort and Henry would send me packing again
saying “Not good enough, don’t youwant ustowin?’ |
think what he was doing was getting me out from under
foot until hewasready for the parts. Whiletheengine
wasbeing built, Augie made arrangementsto havehis
friend Art Smith, owner of ASI, build aroll bar for the
Fiat. Whenit cametimeto pick upthecar, | couldn’t
believethesizeof it. It washuge, coveringtheentire
insidewidth of the car and way the hell over my head.
Although really don’'t know, | think Augie had some
concern over my potential and may havetold Art to build



itextrastrong. Well the car wasfinishedin April and Bill
Wuesthoff was planning to test his Porsche RS60 at
Meadowdal e International Speedway near
Carpentersville, lllinois. Actudly Harry Heuer had
rented thetrack and asafavor to Augie, they let me
comedown and test when their big iron wasnot running.
Damnthat wasfun. My first timeon an honest to
goodnessracetrack and, boy, was| having aball until |
noticed my oil pressure gauge doing flip flops, back and
fourth, jigglinglikel had never seen before. | tried to
dow down on the other side of the Monzawall before
thestraight leading to Doan€e shairpinwhen theenginel et
goand | spunintheoil. Two pistonsseized up and blew
aholeintheblock taking mefrom aeuphoric highof a
few minutes beforeto the depths of depression asl|
wondered whereinthehell will | comeup withthe
money to start over. Clearly mine, wasan under funded
operation.

Whilel can’t remember hislast name, our Fiat
Distributor’ sroadman Bob camethrough withanew
block in appreciation of our effortsto promote Fiat sales.
Henry started over, | wasback tofiling and polishing and
by May wewereready for the Chicago Region’sDrivers
School at Wilmot Hills. Dick Eisenmann, asthroughout
theyear, camewith measmy mechanic, timer and most
of al, my good friend. Among noviceentrants, we
cleaned up on all of H—Production and many G—Produc-
tion Alfas. Bob Andersonwasmy instructor and it
wasn't until thefollowing week that | raced against him,
inhisbright red Sprite and Fred Turek, another Chicago
Region Spritedriver a Wilmot. They finished one-two,
and| third, inmy first regiona race. Next wasanother
regional, thistimeat State Fair Park and boy did | learn
acoupleof lessons. | wasrunningfirstinclasswhena
yellow flag cameout and my inexperiencea lowed
several other carsto bunch up behind me. Whenwe
returnedtoracing, aFiat Abarth Alemano roadster
driven by Bill Firehammer filled my mirrors. | guessl
wasalittletoo concerned with him to the extent that |
spun off theroad at theinfield hairpin and watched ashe
cruised by. | quickly pulled out and overtook him before
entering theinfield portion of the 1.9 mile sportscar
course and sure enough, heading into thehairpin| spun
again as| was preoccupied withthe Abarth in my mirror.
| remained behind Firehammer the next time around and
heard peopl e clapping as| passed without any further
spins. A pictureof mesitting by theside of thetrack
with my hand raised, while Firehammer motored by, was

printed inthe next edition of Midwest Racing News.

Bad NewsFrom Daytona

Inthe spring of 1962, Augie had aterrible accident
during the ThreeHour Continental Race at Daytona
International Speedway. Theclutch onhisTeam
Cunningham Maserati blew up causing him to betossed
fromthe car and suffer seriousinjuries. Hewasfirst
treated at Daytona sHalifax Hospital beforetransfer to
ColumbiaHospita in Milwaukeefor further treatment
andtherapy. Clearly, hewasnot the manweknew,
having lost quiteabit of weight and spoke hesitantly and
with anoticeabledur. Whilethere, hewastreated by a
young physicd therapist named GeraldineLango. She
and her husband Tomwereredly nice peopleand
became very good friendsto those at Pabst Motors.
OneFriday night after closing, | walked intothe Grand
Prix and much to my surprise, there, in the sideroom sat
Augie, dwarfedin ablazer that wasobvioudy not of his
styleor size. It turnsout that Bob Greaves, oneof his
very best friends, spirited him away from hishospital
roominthedead of night so that he could bewith friends
inmoreenjoyable surroundings. Theblazer belonged to
theburley Greaves.

Asaget—wdll gesture, Bill Mitchell, designer of the
origina 1954 Corvette, the Stingray and other General
Motorsmodels, created aspecia, oneof akind Corvair
stationwagonfor Augie. It wasreally cool, painted
medium metallic bluewith acustominterior, roof rack
and with afew extrahorsesunder thehood. Hisrecov-
ery took several monthsand it waseasy totell that he
wasanxiousto get back onthetrack. Medical clearance
wasaproblem to be addressed and it took until thefall
500—mileraceweekend before hewascleared to
resumeracing. Eventhen, hisentry wasrestrictedto
participationinasmall-boreclass. Hechoseto compete
inhisStanguellini FormulaJunior and wasdoing fineuntil
he got tangled up with Suzy Dietrich’s Cooper T-59. To
guote motor sportsjournalist Tom Schultzin his1999
book, Road America, Five Decades of Racing at
Elkhart Lake, “ Dietrich had afright during therace,
when AugiePabgt, still playing with the obsoletefront
engine Stangudlini, had brakefailure, hit theback of her
Cooper and went up, up and over, landing on all four
wheelsonthetrack infront of her.” When | bought the
Stanguellini, ayear later, evidence of therubber tread
mark from Dietrick’ scar remained onthe Stang's



underside. West coast imported auto distributor and Indy
Car owner Kjell Kvaleplanned to have Augie makehis
Indianapolis 500 champ car debut inan Aston Martin
powered Cooper had it not been for the accident.

Fun Summer

Moreregiona and Midwest Council of Sports Car
Club races, thirteendl toll, filled our summer. Weran at
Meadowdale, Wilmot and the Fair Park again, onan
airport courseat Lawrenceville, Illinoisand amakeshift
road courseinthe parking lot of Municipal Stadiumin
Minneapoliswherethe Twinsand Vikingsplayed. |
wanted so much to get in therequired number of
regionalssothat | could racefor thefirst timeat Road
Americain September. Theroadtripto Lawrenceville
was noteworthy because Dick didn’t want to driveto the
southerntip of Illinoisafter closing Pabst Motorsat nine
o' clock on Friday. | realy needed theregional raceto
fill my logbook sowhen| told him | wasgoingtodrive
theFiat, cut downwindscreen and all, herelented and
with aheavy, borrowed trailer behind 21955 six cylinder
Chevy, we made our way south. 1t turned out to bealot
of funfor meand alot of work for Dick. | gotarea
kick out of driving an airport courseand Dick spent a
good dedl of timeinthe hot, southern Illinoissun repair-
ing the brakeson Mike Frazzell'sTR-3. Wehad
becomegood friendswith Mikeand hisbrother Vic, as
we seemed to be entering al of the sameraces. Onlate
Saturday afternoon, with the course shut down for the
day, we gathered around and drank beer whilelistening
tothegreat Martin Tanner hold court. Tanner wasinhis
sixtiesor maybe seventiesand had built an H-Modified
car that henamedtheMartin T. Withit, hewon severa
SCCA Nationa Championshipsand washighly re-
spected. Hetold ushow, during hislifetime, he had
taken up many hobbiesand tried to master each over a
ten—year period. | can’t remember what they were, but
flyingand musiccometomind.

Our trip to Bloomington, Minnesotawas a so shared
withthe Frazzell brothersand whilel can’t remember
their tow car, | dorecall that their trailer was so big and
heavy that it wasall they could dotoreach forty—five
milesanhour ontheinterstate. Dick Eisenmann clams
that they left on Friday morning and we, after working
until nine, passed them aong theway.

| guessit’sunfair to becritical of their tow vehicle
becausefor our shorter tripsto Wilmot, Meadowdal e

and the Fair Park we used an old 1952 Dodge that Dick
bought for fifty bucksfrom Milt Peterson. Onelate
night, whileretuning from either Wilmot or Meadowdale,
the car began to overheat out in the boonieswith no
servicestationsor townsinsight. A temporary solution
had us scoop rain water from ditches sowe could
continuetowardshome. Theold Dodge, whichwe
pronounced with aFrench accent, served asDick’s
every day, back to work car whilehisgreen, bug eye
Sprite, with Sebring removable hardtop wasdrivenon
special occasions, to racesthat wewerenot involvedin
andjust for thefunof it. For years, whenever hewould
seeor tak to Milt Peterson they would arguein jest
about how Milt screwed him on thefifty—dollar transac-
tion. Theframewas sprung, thefront wheelspointedin
onedirection and therearsin another and the shocks
were so bad the front end went up and down likea

yoyo.

Lateinthesummer, MikeFrazzell entered hisTR-3ina
Midwest Council of Sports Car Clubsenduranceraceat
State Fair Park with meashisco—driver. Shortly after
completing my laps, we sat back to watch Mikefinishup
when out of the south turn came awhee! at top speed
with Mike'snow threewheeled TR out of control. He
didn’t crash, thank goodness, and | wasthankful that |
wasn't driving at thetime. Nothing ever pained memore
thanto damageacar.

Crazy Willie

Midwest Council waslow pressure and cheaper than
SCCA racing. Whilemy first entry at Road America
wasonly fifteen dollarsfor meand four crew members,
the Council charged aslittleasninedollarsat Wilmot.
Theruleswere sometimesbent to ensurethat everything
was doneto accommodate participants. Onerule
prohibitsdriving thewrong way whileonthe course at
any time. OnceduringaCouncil raceweekendinthe
summer of 1962, our good friend WillieMorrisonfrom
Madison, and later Milwaukee, caught the Chi ef
Stewart’seyewhen hecameflying downthemain
sraight towardsthestart finish lineintheopposite
direction of competition. Whileother competitorsinhis
classsat onthegrid awaiting thegreenflag, Williedrove
up yelling, “techingpector, tech ingpector”. Oneap-
peared and dutifully gavethe Triumph ahalf assed |ook—
seeand sent Willieto therear of the pack wherehelined
up next to Rockford’'sTom Kliendienst inaright hand
drive Lotus Seven. What happened next defiesmy



ability to adequately describe. A few lapsintotherace,
Willieand Tom rounded the hairpinjust beforethemain
graight with Willieontheinsdepoundingon Tom's
Lotuswithalargewifflebat. Next timearound, Tom
had the bat in hand and from hisright-hand drive car and
outsideposition, wasbeatingon Willie sTR-3. Tak
about low pressure, funracing. Council eventswere
hard to bezat.

Williewasa so the main character in abazaar event at
Meadowdalethat year. Thesewerethedayswhen
somedrove our racecarsto thetrack, replaced the
windshieldwith small plastic windscreens, changed
plugs, pumped up thetiresand went racing. Thiswas
precisely what Morrison did oneweekend withhisTR—
3. Whenrecalling TR-3's, onethinks of teekeys, the
littlesilver do—dll tool that allowed for the opening of the
bonnet, removing and installing the side curtainsand for
removal of the sparetire housing located directly beneath
theboot. Well onthisparticular raceweekend, Willie
packed hiscar beforeleaving Madison for thedrive of
about one hundred milesto Meadowdale. To maximize
theavailable space, heremoved the sparetirefromit’s
usual housing and strapped it to the boot’soutside
luggagerack. Clothing, parts, toolsand other itemswere
stashed behind the seats, within the boot and the spare
tirecompartment. Lateasusual, Williearrivedinthe

paddock areaand prepared hiscar for tech and compe-
tition. What heforgot to do wasremovethoseitemshe
had stashed within the sparetire compartment. Asluck
would haveit, Willie passed meduring practiceas|
exited Doane'scorner, ahairpin and last turn before
entering the steeply banked MonzaWall. | noticed that
the sparetirelid was askew and had to make aquick
moveto avoid the cover whenit fell off whilewewere
high onthe banked wall. Before me, bouncing onto the
track and rolling down thewall, were bananas, under-
clothing and variousother personal items. A firstfor
Meadowdal e, but only oneof amany crazy things
relatedtoWillieMorrison. Asanaside, Williewasnot
the same person who raced Corvettes out of Chicago for
many years.

Eventsat the nine-tenthsof amile Wilmot track were
especially fun aswewereusualy ableto runtwo races
on both Saturday and Sunday. Insidethe coursewasan
old swimming holethat on warm dayswould cool usoff
between races. | suspected that it also served asa
watering holefor adairy herd that was corralled across
thetrack. A herdthat at least onceayear would get
loose and mosey on over to tracksideresultinginared

flag.

Next month - First Time on Road America

........ And Another Thing

TheCat Nationa isJuly 24-25. We always need
workers(seead of thefront page). Bring your friends,
we' |l find something for themto do. Thisisagreat event
towork and trial membershipsarefreefor non—SCCA
members.

The Cat National isalwaysagreat event. And thisyear
will be even better. At presstimewe had 56, count ‘em
56, entriesfor the Spec MiataMilwaukee Cup at the
Cat National, July 24-25. Oh, boy, that soundslikeits
gonnabefun!!!! Don't missit.

Our guest contributor, Bob Birmingham (“Me, Motor-
carsand the PeopleWho Drove Them”), will havea
chancetorelivehispast away from hiscomputer on
Friday of the BRIC. Hewll haveto opportunity to drive
hisold Stanguel lini during touring. We hopeto get astory

out of that, too.

Speaking of stories, isn't it kindaironic that we' regetting
great contributionsfromaFORMER MEMBER and
practically nothing from anyonee se? Except Steve
Tupper, of course, for whichweareeternaly grateful.
WEe realwayslooking for interesting storiesand tidbits.
Don’t be shy. Beasport. C'mon. You candoit. We
dareyou. We— passing up the doubl e dog dare, com-

Electiontimeiscoming up soon. Ballotswill beinthe
mail withinthe next coupleweeks. Pleasevote.

The Salt Creek SportsCar Clubisholdingamedium
speed autocross at L ake Geneva Raceway on Sunday,
August 15. They haveinvited Milwaukee Region mem-
bersto enter at their member fee of $25. For more
information contact Lee

Witkowski:leewitkowski @comcast.com




The L egend of the Cat

For years, the Milwaukee Region National Race at Road America was
simply known as the Road America National. Many have asked how this
race came to be known as the “Cat National”. It began at the parties on
Saturday evenings when workers would raise a toast to Brian Redman’s
Cat. At one of the Road America Nationals in the early 1980’s, the
workers decided to travel out to raise a toast at the Cat’'s “grave” and
the event has since been known as “The Cat”. At that time, a legend
was born. Note: Due to the relocation/reconfiguration of cornerworker
stations at Road America, the actual current location of the grave has
moved and is on the right between stations 9 and 10.

The following is the Legend of Brian Redman’s Cat, in its entirety, as
published in 1983. Please note that it reflects some of the traditions and
customs of the time, i.e., seeming to encourage drinking, the references
to the quality and type of lunches (things have improved dramatically in
that respect), the location of Corner 10 has changed, and the fact that
The Cat legend began with Cornerworkers and is now embraced by
workers from all Specialties along with drivers and their crews.

The Legend

There are alot of different versions about why people are
drinking to Brian Redman’s Cat. Credit for the Cat has been
claimed by various groups—drivers, crew members, every race
worker specialty and even some of the more al coholic spectator
groups. Everyone wants to get into the act. Don't believe any
of them. Now isthetimefor the truefacts. Ignore all rumors.
Especially the one that says the Cat was invented by
cornerworkers at an emergency drinking meeting of the “ Road
Racing Roundtable” in the parking lot of Schwartz'sin St.
Anna, Wisconsin.

Cornerworkers are damned particular who they raise aglassto.
Their toasts are a sign of respect bestowed only to the fastest -
Peoplelike Fangio, Moss, Clark, Donohue, and Brian Redman.
All properly conducted Saturday drinking contests follow a
pattern. You take turns making atoast. You are expected to
toast someone faster than you predecessor. Lately the toasting
seems to always end with afinal toast - “Here'sto Brian
Redman’sCat”. The Cat really isn’t quicker that Brian, but heis
faster than most, especially intherain (hisclawsare an
advantage). Here now isthe straight story:

“The Cat”, he didn’t have a name in those days (actually, he
till doesn't), was first noticed by cornerworkers at Road
America. Helived hisentirefirst liferight there at the track.
That first life was what started the Legend. We are certain that
each of hisremaining liveswill contribute to their legend and he
will take hisrightful placein racing history.

When first spotted, he certainly didn’t look like legend material.
He was apparently booted out of acar as akitten and grew up
wild at Road America, scrounging for hisfood and fighting for
survival. He was a skinny pitiful site, obviously undernour-
ished and very anti—social. The event was a cold May Drivers
School and it wasraining. That dumb Cat was standing there,
soaked to his skin, watching the racecars, just like the
cornerworkers. He was obviously impressed.

“The Cat” was having areally rough time when he discovered
the generosity of cornerworkers. At lunch time, eating with
them was better than scrounging for food. This was easy; he
was well fed on every corner he visited. He never understood

the fact that maybe the amount of food available for cats had
something to do with the quality of the lunches. Hereally
learned to love the vul canized bratwurst with melted Hershey
bar on top. He even |learned to like the “ mystery meat”. Eventu-
ally he became moretame and actually permitted afew
cornerworkersto give him an occasional pat on the head. He
seemed to enjoy them and their company.

Later he started drinking with the workers at the end of the day.
He found that most cornerworkers had alcoholic beveragesin
their survival kitsfor after the last car. He got into the habit of
making the rounds of the corners. He' d have a quick one with
anybody that was willing to share.

When he wasn't eating or drinking, he was watching the
racecars. He couldn’t hide his admiration for the fastest drivers
because he was pretty fast himself. Just like hisfriends - the
workers - he became an ardent fan of Brian Redman. Infact,
every time Brian Redman raced at Road America, you could find
The Cat hanging around his pit. If you looked real careful, you
could see hiswas listening to and watching Brian's every
move. As years went by, The Cat developed two burning
abitions. Onewasto drink with every cornerworker in the
country and the other was to beat Brian Redman’s time at Road
America. Heused towork at it at night. If you were art the right
place at the right time, you could see The Cat - who by then
was known as“Brian Redman’s Cat” - doing hot laps. Gradually
he worked his time down to where he was within a couple
seconds of Brian Redman’s best time. He probably would have
madeit if it hadn’t been for atragic unfortunate accident.

One particularly dark night he had areal fast lap going. He came
into corner 10 right, on the ragged edge. Unfortunately, alarge
deer was aslegp in the apex and The Cat hit it at speed. There
weren’t any cornerworkers there to help and he did not survive
the crash.

The next morning when the cornerworkers came out to set up
the station for the day, they found his remains. And out of
respect for The Cat and Brian Redman, they buried The Cat
with agood view of the turn.

Today at Station 10 you’ll find arather large mound of rocks
with a crude cross on top of it. Directly in front of the mound is
agranite headstone with the following inscription “Here Lies
Brian Redman’s Cat, The Bloodshot Blur With Fur.” That isthe
final resting place of Brian Redman’s Cat. When acornerworker
isassigned to Corner 10, it is tradition to add one more rock to
thepile.

That might have been the end of this legend except for a
strange phenomenon that was noticed shortly after the crash.
Whenever cornerworkers got together for serious partying, The
Cat would usually show up after a sufficient number of toasts
“To Brian Redman’'s Cat”, that damned Cat would come back for
onemoredrink with hisfriends, the cornerworkers. And so, if
you are agood cornerworker and have faith, especially if you
drink enough (thisisvery important) sooner or later you will
see” Brian Redman’s Cat”.



